Dr. Larry K. Brendtro

Reclaiming Children and Youth

The Department of Juvenile Services sponsored a presentation by Dr. Larry K. Brendtro on Positive Peer Culture (PPC) and Response Ability Pathways (RAP).   Dr. Brendtro is the co-author of Positive Peer Culture and the co-developer of Response Ability Pathways.  The presentation took place on July 26, 2007 at DJS Headquarters.  DJS employees and Providers attended the presentation as a collaborative effort in helping to better serve our youth.

Response Ability Pathways [RAP]

Children show pain-based behavior when their needs are unmet.  Reactive behavior management only fuels conflict and coercion. Adults need the ability to respond to needs rather than react to problems. Response Ability Pathways or RAP puts the Circle of Courage model into practice so that young persons can take pathways to responsibility.  RAP was developed by Larry Brendtro and Lesley du Toit (Pretext Publishers, 2005) as a universal training for all who work with children and youth. RAP draws from emerging research about resilience, the brain, and positive psychology.  RAP teaches practical strategies to connect with challenging youth, clarify problems, and restore bonds of respect. An introductory session presents key principles of RAP interventions. Two or three day experiential courses are also available from nationally certified RAP trainers.     

Building Positive Peer Cultures [PPC]

Youth who are not bonded to adults typically meet needs to belong in negative youth subcultures.  Living beyond the influence of supportive adults, they engage in a process of “peer deviance training” which reinforces risky behavior and anti-social values.  Adults react with coercive zero tolerance policies relying on punishment and exclusion. But building positive youth cultures requires that youth learn to take responsibility for their behavior and show concern for one another. In the decades since Vorrath and Brendtro authored Positive Peer Culture (Aldine, 1974, and subsequent editions and translations) this strength-based intervention has been applied to a full range of educational, treatment, correctional, and community settings for youth. This presentation describes tested strategies to turn around negative peer climates and adversarial relationships so young people can achieve their potential for greatness. 

For additional information, Dr. Brendtro’s Reclaiming Youth Network Website is www.reclaiming.com.
